
PART II. 

REVIEWS AND BIBLIOGRAPHICAL b~OTICES. 

Lc Bacil le de Koch  est uJ~e Bactdrie innocente se ddvelop- 
pal~t dans ~es caverl~.es tuberculeuses du poumon,  des 
qu'elles out commu~icat ion  aces: ~tne bronche, et pas 
l 'agent pathog~ne de la tuberc.ulose. Le  virus tuber- 
cu leux  est lid d la substance ndcrosante de la cellule 
tuberculeuse en vote de ddgdt~drr et au proto- 
plasme des cellules ]raiches tles tubercld('.~ gris. Par ]e 
PaO~'~SS~VR Da. H. W. MIDDE~I)ORP. Paris:  A. 
Maloine. 1908. Pp. 32. 

TnEaE is, perhaps, no generalisation in Medicine so 
universal'ly accepted as that  bacteria are a cause of 
disease, and no individual instance, .of this generalisation 
appears to be better proved than that the tubercle bacillus 
is the cause of tuberculosis. Dr. Middendorp, however, 
is not of this opinion. He denies absolutely the causal 
connection asserted to exist between tuberculosis and the 
tubercle bacillus, and believes that the bacilli are the 
result, .and not the cause, of the tuberculous process. 
Some of our readers may remember that the ]'.ate Dr. 
Haughton used to maintain a somewhat similar opinion in 
regard to bacteria in general; but he was, We believe, 
finally convinced of the truth of the current opinion. Dr. 
Middendorp's position is fully stated on the title-page of 
his thesis, and the letterpress adds little to our info,rma- 
tion cocacerning his views, tie states that in numerous 
careful and exact examinations of tuberculous tissues he 
has been unable t.o demonstrate the presence of the 
tubercle bacillus except when the tuberculous focus com- 
municates either directly with the external air or indi- 
rectly through some other focus which does so communi- 
cate. I f  this be a statement of fact one of the most im- 
portant links in the chain of proof of the causal connec- 
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tion of Koch's bacillus with tubercul,os4s is broken, though 
it does not necessarily follow that the current opinion is 
erronemts. 

All bacteri,ologists seem to be agreed in the difficulty at  
times of demonstrating the tubercle bacillus in tubercu- 
lous tissues.; but. there seems .also to be an overwhel~min~ 
mass of evide,nee from competent workers that this has 
been done again and again, and thai, too,, in eases where 
there is no evidence that the tubercle has ever directly or 
indirectly communicated with the external air. I f  this 
latter evidence is true, Dr. Middendorp's position becomes 
untenable, and bacteriologists may be excused irom 
further consideration o.f his views. This would appear to 
be the, co.nclusion generally adopted, for the greater part of 
the paper before us is taken up with a statement of the 
more or less abortive, attempts which the author has made 
to get what he considers a satis2aeto.ry investigation of his 
views. The paper ends with an appeal to the bacterio- 
logists at the recent C.o~gress of Tubercul'osis in. America 
to either prove the cloetrine, of Koch or accept that  of Dr. 
Middendorp. 

A Dictionary o/ Medical Treatment /or Students and 
Junior Practitioners. Bv ART~rR L.AT~A~. M.D. 
Oxon. ; Physician at St. George's Hospital. London: 
J. & A. Churchill. 1908. 8vo.. Pp. 325. 

WE must admit to a strong dislike to books of this class, 
espevial'ly for the use ef students. I t  has .always' seemed 
to u.s that what the student needs to learn is the principles 
of treatment, and if he does not learn these, cut and dry 
instructions as to methods only do harm. Of course, the 
possession of such a book as this does not prevent hlim from 
studying principles, but we fear t.h.at too often {.he methods 
are learned and the principles are forgotten or neglected. 
Of its el ass, however, Dr. Latham's book appears to be .a 
g'ood one, and much more prominence is given to. general 
therapeuti~c measures than t,o the. mere prescribing o.f 
drugs. On the whole, we are in accord with the advice 
given, though, as might be expected, we differ from it in 
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certain details. The book contains a valuable section deal- 
ing with vaccine therapy, .and we are quite in agreement 
with Dr. Latham in his recommendation to gradually in- 
crease the dose with each injection. I t  is satisfactory to 
learn also that, in his experience, the method ha.s been 
satisfactorily employed under the guidance of clinical 
symptoms, and that estimation of the opsonic index is not 
an essential. In  conclusion, if books of this class are to be 
used we can heartily recommend Dr. Latham's, believing 
as we do that  it contains sound teaching clearly 
expressed. 

Vaccine Therapy and the Opso~ic Method o/ Treatment. 
A Short C'ompendium for General ' Practitioners, 
Students, and others. By R. W. ALLE~% ~I.D., B.S. 
(Lond.); late Pathologist to the Royal Eye Hospital; 
late Gull Student of PathMogy, Guy's Hospital. 

Second Edition. L.ondon: H. K. Lewis. 1908. Pp. 
xii + 244. 

Da. ALLEN is to be congratulated on the f~act that this 
little book has in~ less than a year reached its second 
edit~ion. Useful as the first edition was to those who were 
the~ interested in the subject, the second edition will be 
found still more useful to the much larger number to 
whom the subject-matter at present appeals. The altera- 
tio.n in title from " The Opsonic ]~'[ethod of Treatment " 
to " Vaccine Therapy, &c.," is a decided improvement. 

The book has been increased in size by almost one 
hundred pages, and in these nearly all the important 
papers published during the past year have bee,a em- 
bodied. In dealing, however, on page 92, with " the 
value of the opsonic index as a guide to therapeutical 
immunization," some use might have been made of 
3iatthews' admirable summary as published in the Lancet 
in September, 1908. 

Al'so, considering that Bier's treatment is essentially 
an aut.o-inoculatio.u treatment, one is disappointed in not 
getting some details of how it is best carried out and of 
its effects on the opsonic index. 
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In view of reports from America, and having regard also 
to the discussion .on epidemic cerebro~spinal fever at 
the Sheffield meeting of the British Medical Association, 
it is scarcely correct to refer to, " the complete failure of 
various varieties of anti-meningococci sera to influence 
the course of the disease during the recent epidemics at 
Belfast, &c." (See page 210.) 

Bulloeh's name is not always spelt correctly (see page 
40); and " streptoco,cea septicsemial," on page 43, fur- 
nishes further evidence of what is usually regarded as the 
activity o.f the " printer's devil." 

Milit, ary Hygiene : A Ma~ual o] Sanitation ]or Soldiers. 
By R. H. FIaTIt, Lt.-Col. Royal Army Medical Corps. 
London: J. & A. Churchill. 1908. 8vo. Pp. 299. 

Foa many years it has been recognised as an abstract 
truth that nothing so much co.nduces to the inefficiency of 
an army as ill-health. Over and over again this truth has 
been demonstrated, but in the last great war in which our 
army w a s  engaged in S~outh Africa its neglect was as 
apparent as ever. ~[uch thought and money were 
expended on the reorganisation of the Army Medical 
Service, but the gain did not seem to be commensurate 
with the expenditure. In South Africa, between the 
years 1889 and 1901, the admissions to hospitM per 1,000 
strength were for disease 746.0 and for wounds or injuries 
in action 34.0. The.se figures would seem to show con- 
cl'usively that something more than a highly-organised 
medical corps is necessary to maintain a healthy army. 
What  this something is we have learned from Japan, and 
at last the War  Office has made a knowledge of sanitation 
compulsory fo.r promotion to. the rank of captain. Just  as 
in civil life the enforcement of sanitary measures against 
the will of the people will be attended with little benefit 
to the public health, so in the atomy:, without intell'igent 
co-operation among .all units, the medical corps .can do 
little to prevent disease. It  is quite useless to l~ook for 
intelligent .co-operation if the large majority of those who 
are to co-.operate are, without knowledge of the. matter  in 
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hand. The War  Office has at last decided to remove this 
difficulty, and we look forward with c,onfidence, to the 
future. I t  is by no means easy to impart a useful general' 
knowledge of any subject to those whose ordinary avoca- 
tions prevent the,m ever at taining to more than a general 
knowledge, and for this reason we are glad that a teacher 
of the eminen.ce of Colonel Fir th  has undertaken the task. 
Not only has he done it well, but he has done more than 
that, for he has shown to. others the way the~y are to 
follow. 

In the book before us he deals with the whole subject in 
a clear but masterly manner, giving just. sufficient reason 
for his a,dvice, to ensure, it being intelligently acted upon 
without burdening the reader with unnecessary details. 
The description of preventable diseases and the means for 
preventing them is admirable, but we would have wished 
that a little more space had been given to the subject of 
syphilis. Surely men ought to be taught those measures 
which appear to offer some pro.te('tion from infection, and 
we should not be co,tent  with telling them that  " the only 
true prevention or safeguard a~ainst this disease is 
abstention fro.m immoral interc,ourse with women." To 
adopt scrupulous cleanliness and free washing is g~od 
advice, but the use Of preventive ointments might wel'l 
have been added. The book, h(~wever, is g.ood and the 
teaching sound, and we feel co.nfident that  we may predict 
for it a large circulation. I f  it is read intel'ligently it  can 
hardly fail to produce good results. 

Operation's on the  Ear .  By B. HEINE. Translated and 
Edited from the Second German Editio.n by W. 
LOMBARD Mr:aPHY, M.A., M.B., B.C. (Cantab.); 
F .R.C.S.I . ,  &c. London: Bailli~re, Tindall & Cox. 
1908. Demy 8vo. Pp. xvi+204. 

IT is some time since a new text-book on the  operat4ve 
treatment of ear diseases has appeared, and this last book, 
though small', is worthy of a place with the classical works 
of yon Be rgmann, Macnen, and others. The arrangement 
of the chapters is good, and the descriptions are clear, 
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though too,re might have been said of the operations for 
laying open the jugular ~ossa .and the labyrinth. Much 
go,od work has been do,no on the latter in the last two years 
in England, and this has not been mentioned. The 'illus- 
trations are hardly up to the standard of the text. Many 
good points a~re mentioned, and the writer's 'ideas are based 
on an ende.avour to conserve as much as possible, and not 
to advise the radical mastoid operatio~ in the case o,f eve~" 
ear the subject of chronic purulent discharge. The trans- 
labor has done his share of the work well, and has 
succeeded in giving a readabl'e English text without 
destroying the meaning of the original. Natu,ra]ly, the 
book is of most use to those wh.a specialise in ear work; 
but any surgeon who may have to tace~ ear work would do 
well to have it near at hand, though it must b~ confessed 
that  a goo d many of the descriptio.ns presuppose special 
knowledge. 

An Index o] Treatment. By Various Writers. Edited by 
ROBERT HUTCHISON, M.D., F.R.C.P., Physician to the 
London Hospital, and Assistant Physician to the Hospital 
for Sick Children, Great Ormond Street ; and H. STAbTFIELD 
CO~,LIER~ F.R.C.S., Surgeon to St. Mary's Hospital, Joint 
Lecturer on Surgery in St. Mary's Hospital Medical School ; 
Surgeon to the Hospital for Sick Children, Great Ormond 
Street. Fourth Edition. Bristol: John Wright & Sons, 
Ltd. London: Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent & Co., 
Ltd. New York: William Wood & Co. 1908. 8re. 
Pp. xv -t- 926. 

THE success of this work has been unqualified. The first 
edition was published in November, 1907 ; the second, with 
a tow minor alterations, in January, 1908. The third edition, 
further revised, appeared three months later, in April; and 
this fourth edition, fully revised, was issued in November, 
1908. The Editors may well " express their great satisfaction 
at the gratifying reception which it has met with hitherto." 

In the number of this Journal for April, 1908 (Vol. CXXV., 
.-No. 436, Third Series, page 287), we favourably reviewed the 
first edition of this work at some length, and we strongly 



MoRIus--DoRE--Diseases o] the Skin. 207 

recommended every medical practitioner to possess himself 
of the book without delay, and to consult it daily. The 
profession seems to have acted on this advice ! 

The present edition includes some new articles. Chief 
among these are papers on " Climatic Treatment " (under the 
heading "Heal th  Resorts"), by Dr. Leonard Williams; 
" Hyl~notism," by Dr. J. Milne Bramwell ; " Prescribing," by 
Dr. Hutchison, one of the Editors; " Gunshot Wounds," by 
Mr. S. Maynard Smith ; " Cut Throat," by Mr. James Sherren ; 
and " Synovitis~ Traumatic," by Mr. H. A. T. Fairbank. 

We have one quarrel with the Editors--not a single contri- 
bution to a very comprehensive Index of Treatment comes 
from Ireland, and there is but one Irishman among the seventy- 
nine contributors--Dr. David Drummond, of Newcastle-on- 
Tyne--he was apparently mistaken for an Englishman, or 
perhaps for a Scotchman. It  is to be hoped that so rigorous a 
boycott was not intentional. 

Diseases o] the Skin : an Outline o] the Principles and Practice 
o] Dermatology. By SIR MALCOLM MORRIS, K.C.V.O. New 
and Enlarged Edition, revised by the Author with the 
assistance of S. ERNEST DORE, M.D. (Cantab.), M.R.C.P. 
Cassell & Co., London, Paris, New York, Toronto and 
Melbourne. MCMVIII. Cr. 8vo. Pp. xv + 686. 

THE history of this Manual ~f Skin Diseases speaks for itself. 
First published in 1893, it was reprinted in 1894. A second 
edition appeared in 1898, and was reprinted in the following 
year. A third edition was called for in 1903, and was reprinted 
in 1904. And now this fourth edition makes its appearance, 
enlarged by some forty-eight pages and enriched by a number 
of new plates, eight of them being printed in eolours. 

Sir Malcolm Morris has as a rule kept well abreast of progress 
in matters dermatological of late years. We were, therefore, 
not a little surprised to read, at page 414, under the heading 
"Furunculus orientalis (Delhi boil, Aleppo boil, Biskra button)" 
that " t h e  particular parasite responsible for its production 
has not yet been identified." Surely the Leishman-Donovan 
bodies are now generally recognised to be the causa causans 
of the so-called " Oriental Sore " ~. 
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We can recommend Sir Malcolm's work as an excellent 
manual of skin diseases and their treatment.  I t  may be 
studied with advantage bv medical students and medical 
practitioners alike. 

Legal, Responsibility o] the Drunkard. By H. NORMAN 
BARNETT, F.R.C.S.; Surgeon, Cripples' Home, Belfast ;  
Author of "Drunkenness : Sin. or Disease ? " &e. With an 
Introduction by  SIR ANDREW REED, K.C.B. London:  
Bailli~re, Tindall & Cox. 1908. Pp. 6~:. 

BEYOND all question the legal t reatment of drunkenness in 
this country is faulty in the extreme. A person arrested by  
the police for being drunk and disorderly is sentenced to pay 
a fine oc sent to gaol for a short time. Neither of these 
modes of punishment is of the slightest use. The fine is 
without any effect, and enforced abstinence in gaol for a few 
weeks only leaves the drunkard, when he is discharged, with 
an undiminished, or even with an increased, thirst. Then, 
again, the law cannot interfere with drunkards unless they 
commit some criminal offence. 

All this is most unsatisfactory. Drunkenness should be 
treated with a view to cure, and not merely punished or let 
alone. In his preface Sir Andrew Reed points out tha t  in 
some other countries the laws relating to intemperance are 
very much superior to ours. In  New South Wales, for example, 
if proof be given that  a person is using alcohol to such an 
extent as to expose himself or his family to want, or seriously 
iniure his health, an order is given in writing under the hand 
of the chairman, or two iustices, sitting in ~ licensing court  
or pet ty  sessions, forbidding all persons licensed to sell liquor 
from supplying such inebriate ~dth any liquor for the space 
of one year, under a penalty not exceeding s Such an 
order may be renewed from year to year if, in the opinion of 
the iustices who issue it, reformation has not taken place. 
While the order is in force no one is allowed to procure liquor 
for the drunkard under a penalty not exceeding s for every 
such offence. Such legal provisions are found to work well 
in Australia. 
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In this country, Dr. Barret t  points out, it  was not till 1898 
that  any really useful legislation on the question of drunken- 
hess came into force. This legislation enacts tha t  a prisoner 
must be guilty of a criminal offence before he can be committed 
to a State reformatory. I t  also enacts tha t  if a prisoner be 
guilty of a scheduled offence, has been summarily convicted 
at least three times within the preceding year of a similar 
offence, is a habitual drunkard, and consents to be dealt 
with summarily, he is liable to a three-year sentence in a 
certified home. This Act needs amendment, so that  a 
chronic drunkard shall be sentenced to treatment in a State 
reformatory whether guilty of a criminal offence or not. 

In  our opinion the law relating to private inebriate homes 
urgently needs to be altered. As it  now stands the drunkard 
must sign a form stating that  he or she voluntarily consents 
to be kept in the home for the specified t ime--six or twelve 
months. In  our experience most drunkards refuse to sign 
any such form. I t  is greatly to be desired that  a drunkard 
could be confined for, say, a year in such a home whether 
he consents or not. He is certainly a danger or source of loss 
to himself and to others, and deserves to be confined quite as 
much as if he were insane in the ordinary acceptance of the 
term. 

We are in full accordance with Dr. Barnett 's  views as to the 
t reatment  of inebriates; but  as regards the rest of the book 
about the mental state of drunkards, the signs or chronic 
inebriety and the responsibility of the drunkard, we fear it  
is too sketchy to be of much value. 

The Care and NurSing o] the Insane. By PERCY J. BAIL-f, 
M.B., C.M. Ed., Medical Superintendent of Hanwell Asylum. 
London:  The Scientific Press, Ltd. Pp. 270. 

Tins work is a reploduction of the course of lectures delivered 
to the staff of the Hanwell Asylum. I t  is very much on the 
same lines as the well-known handbook published by  the 
Medico-Psychological Association, but  is fuller, and goes 
more into detail. This applies especially to the parts on 
anatomy and physiology and on the nursing of the sick. 

The book is well written and  admirably adapted for the 
use of asylum attendants. The explanations are full and 

O 
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easily understood, and the illustrations are instructive. Our 
only criticism is that sometimes it becomes, we think, a 
little too technical. Attendants need hardly be familiar with 
the term " the helus of the kidney." " Phosphates and 
.sulphates of potassium and sodium " will certainly need 
dilution before they can be digested; the " lumen " of a 
hypodermic needle will sound mysterious to most attendants ; 
and we think that, even after studying the pages on the 
connection between visual, auditory, intellectual and motor 
speed centres, most of Dr. Baily's readers will consider that 
the subject is one hard to be understood. 

Sldinte. The Journal  of the Women's National Heal th  
Association of Ireland. Edited by the C ou:cT~SS oF 
ABEaDEE~. V ol. I. No. 1. January,  1909. Second 
Edition. Pp. 18. Dubl'in: M aunsel & Co. 

IT would be indeed ungenerous on our part as medical 
writers not to extend to this new Health Journal  a very 
he.arty welcome. We wish Sldinte every success and a long 
and prosperous career--C~ud mile ]ailte. In  the pages of 
the number of the Journal  which l'ies before us will be 
fo,und a most suggestive artfcle by Dr. Joseph H. Prat t ,  
,of Bo.ston, U.S.A., on the " Results Obtained in the Home 
Treatment  of Pulmonary Tuberculosis by the Class 
Method." This paper was read in the Section of Medicine 
at the annual meeting of the British Medical Association, 
held last Ju ly  at ShMIield, and has been reprinted, by 
permission, from the British Medical J~urltal. 

An address delivered by T. Clarke, LL.D. ,  at the first 
annual  meeting o~ the Dublin Branch of the Women's 
National Health Associatio~ foll~ows. I t  deals with the 
que,stion of what that Association can do t(~ advance the 
cause of School t tygiene.  

Mrs. Campbell, Hon. Sec. o~ the Infant i le  Mortality 
Sub-Committee ~f the Belfast Branch ()f the Women's 
Health Association, contributes an account of the 
"' Babies' Clubs" of Belfast. 

All the above art~.cles are worth reading. 
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Sldinte is printed and published in Dublin. Its pages 
are freely illustrated, and it appears in a he,at paper 
cover of St. Patrick's blue. Sldinte's " Curtsey to the 
Friends who are Wai t ing for H e r "  is from the Editor's 
pen. I t  will be read with sympathetic intexest by Irish- 
men and Irishwomen a]'l the world over. 

D'seases o] the Breast, with Special Re]erence to Cancer. By 
WILLIAM L. RODMAN, M.D., LL.D. ; Professor of Surgery in 
the Medico-Chirurgical College of Philadelphia; Professor 
of Surgery in the Woman's Medical College of Pennsylvania ; 
Surgeon to the Medico-Chirurgical Hospital, the Woman's 
College Hospital, the Philadelphia General Hospital. the 
Jewish Hospital, and to the Presbyterian Hospital ; Fellow 
of the American Surgical Association; Membre de la 
SociSt~ Internationale de Chirurgie &c., &e. With Sixty- 
nine Plates, Twelve in Colours, and Forty-two other 
Illustrations. London : Sidney Appleton. 1908. Pp. 385. 

THE work before us is the result of the author's experience of 
a quarter of a century. To anyone acquainted with the type 
of man Professor Rodman is it is unnecessary to say the 
work is one of the most valuable contributions to surgery 
we have had for years. The advances that have been made 
both in connection with the pathology and surgery of the 
breast and more especially in connection with malignant 
disease, during the past few years, made a work of the nature 
of that under review absolutely necessary. There is no one 
more fitted to produce an authoritative work on the subject 
than the distinguished author of the present treatise. Every 
subject in connection with the mammary glands is ably and 
comprehensively described; but, as the title of the book 
indicates, most attention is devoted to the subject of malig- 
nant disease. Including sarcoma, which occupies some 12 
pages, 220 pages are devoted to a consideration of malignant 
disease, its diagnosis, pathology and treatment. Full justice 
is given to Mr. Sampson Handley's beautiful and far-reaching 
work in connection with the spread of breast cancer by 
lymphatic permeation. In connection with the ol~erxti~ce 
treatment of mammary cancer the author again:p~_a~s a tribu~e 
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no less well merited to the work of the late Sir W. Mitchell 
Banks, Gross, Halsted, Stiles, Lord Lister, and W. Sampson 
Handley. 

In a review of a work of this kind it is unnecessary for us 
to do more than direct attention to the nature of the work. 
I t  is beyond criticism, save that  of a complimentary form. 
The work is such as we should expect from one of Professor 
Rodman's reputation--i t  is eminently practical, it  is clear, 
it  is concise, it  is authoritative, and it is beautifully written. 
In this last respect what a contrast it is to many of the 
volumes from the pens of the Americans we daily see put  on 
the market ! 

Bier's Hypercemic Treatment in Surgery, Medicine, and the 
Specialties : A Manual o t its Practical Application. By 
WILLY MEYER, M.D., Professor of Surgery at  the New 
York Post-Graduate Medical School and Hospital, 
Attending Surgeon to the General Hospital, Consulting 
Surgeon to the New York Skin and Cancer Hospital and 
to the New York Inf i rmary;  and PROFESSOR DR. VICTOR 
SCHMIEDEN, Assistant to Professor Bier, University of 
Berlin, Germany. Illustrated. Philadelphia and London:  
W. B. Saunders & Co. 1908. Pp. 209. 

THE manual before us is concise, yet comprehensive, and 
fills a much-needed want felt by general practitioners and 
surgeons alike. There was a general want of familiarity on 
the part of the profession as to the practical details in the 
application of Bier's principles of hyper~emic treatment, as well 
as a more or less general ignorance of the various conditions 
to which hyper~emic treatment was applicable. Quite recently, 
however, the iournals, both weekly and monthly, have been 
flooded with articles on the subject of hypereemic treatment 
in its application to acute as well as chronic conditions. The 
profession can no longer have any excuse to offer if they 
remain ignorant of every detail of the subject. The manual 
under review is the most authoritative pronouncement one 
could desire upon the subject. The descriptions of the applica- 
tion of the principles to the various conditions arc admirably 
illustrated, and both " active " and " passive " hypereemia 
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are described. No good purpose would be served by  entering 
upon a discussion as to how the good effects of Bier's methods 
of t reatment  are produced. To us, however, it  would appear 
as if the good effects may be attr ibuted to a flooding of the 
infected area with blood and fluid exudations rich in opsonins. 

The book is one we can cordially commend to the s tudy 
of the profession generally. 

Common A]~ections o] the Liver. By W. HALE WHITE, M.D., 
F.R.C.P. ; Senior Physician to, and Lecturer on Medicine 
at, Guy's Hospital. London:  James Nisbet & Co., Ltd.,  
22 Berners Street, W. 1908. Cr. 8vo. Pp. viii -4- 302. 

h '  has not often been our good fortune to read so charming a 
book as Dr. Hale White's " Common Affections of the Liver."  
The volume is one of a series entitled "Nisbet 's  Modern Clinics," 
and very appropriately the author treats the subject of diseases 
of the liver from the clinical side. The book represents clinical 
teaching. " The rarer conditions are only mentioned briefly, 
the excessively unusual are omitted altogether. I t  is intended 
for students beginning their work, and not for those who have 
extensive clinical knowledge " - - so  writes Dr. Hale White in 
his very short preface. Yet we make bold to say that  few 
medical practi t ioners--no matter  how senior their s t a n d i n g q  
will fail to draw a fund of valuable information from a perusal 
of the pages of the book. 

In an introductory chapter the a u t h o r  concerns himself 
with anatomical considerations. Hepatoptosis or Wandering 
Liver are terms which " may be applied to a liver which, being 
unduly displaceable, leaves its normal position and forms an 
abdominal tumour " - - b u t  where in the world did the author 
get the word " Hepatopsis," which forms the heading of the 
second chapter or lecture ? The author's Greek seems very 
defective, for, besides the misspelling "hepatops is ,"  we find 
" empyzema " passim, " xanthalasma " (page 23, but  correctly 
"Lxanthelasma " on page 34), " aneurism " (page 28), and 
"anas tomes  " (page 133 and elsewhere). 

Speaking of suppuration within the liver, Dr. Hale White 
points out tha t  the pus-producing micro-organisms may be 
conveyed to the liver by the bile passages or by the hepatic 
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artery, but much more commonly by the portal vein; the 
case is then one of portal py~emia. He goes on to say (page 
77): "The source of infection is at the periphery of the 
portal vein ; the micro-organisms are conveyed from there to 
the liver, where they set up a number of small abscesses at the 
termination of the radicles of the portal vein; often at the 
same time there are patches of necrotic liver tissue, and the 
intrahepatic radicles of the portal vein are thrombosed." 
Surely, the correct term to use in this sentence would be 
"terminals " not " radicles " ? "Echnococcus " (page 280), 
though several times repeated, is almost certainly a printer's 
e r r o r .  

Hostile criticism of the book is exhausted in the foregoing 
paragraphs. We are sure the slips we have pointed out will 
be corrected in the second edition. We have read these 
clinical lectures--for such they are--with pleasure and profit. 
I t  would be hard to single out any one lecture for special 
praise, but we have never met with a clearer description of 
hydatid disease of the liver than that which occupies some 
twenty-four pages--from 259 to 283. 

In conclusion, we advise every student of medicine to add 
this work to his library of text-books, and to study its pages 
in the truest sense. 

Doctors. An Address delivered to the Students .of the Medical 
School of the Middlesex Hospital, 1st October, 1908. By 
RUDYARD KIPLING. Macmillan & Co. 1908. Pp. 31. 

A GENEROUS and characteristic tribute to the Medical 
Profession and its members--present and to come. The 
Address itself is quite short, occupying only eight and a half 
pages of the thirty-one which make up the booklet. As an 
Introduction, Mr. Reginald Lueas, Member of the Board of 
Management of the Middlesex Hospital, gives an interesting 
account of the history of that institution. Then follows 
Oliver Wendell Holmes's poem entitled " The Two Armies " -  
the one bears upon a crimson scroll, "Our  glory is to slay " ; 
the other's banners bear the single line, "Our  duty is to save. ~ 

But the Address is the thing--" In all times of flood, fire, 
famine, plague, pestilence, battle, murder, or sudden death, 
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it will be required of you that you report for duty at once, 
go on duty at once, and remain on duty until your strength 
fails you or your conscience relieves you, whichever may be 
the longer period. This is your position. These are some of 
your obligations." "Realising these things, as I 
have had good reason to realise them, I do not think I need 
stretch your patience by talking to you about the high ideals 
and the lofty ethics of a profession which exacts from its 
followers the largest responsibility and the highest death- 
rate--for its practitioners--of any profession in the world. 
If you will let me, I will wish you in your future what all men 
desire--enough work to do, and strength enough to do your 
work. ' ' 

Practical Medicine Series, 1908. Under the general Editorial 
Charge of GUSTAVUS P. HEAD, M.D. ; Professor of Laryn- 
gology and Rhinology, Chicago Post-Graduate Medical 
School. Volume IV. Gyneeeology. Edited by EMILIUS C. 
DUDLEY, A.M., M.D., Professor of Gynmcology, North- 
western University Medical School, Gynsecologist to St. 
Luke's and Wesley Hospitals, Chicago; and C. vo~ 
BACHELLI~, M.S., M.D., Assistant Professor of Obstetrics, 
Chicago Polyclinic and College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
Gyn~ecologist to the German Hospital, Chicago. With 
Twenty-six Plates and Twelve Figures. Pp. 227. Volume V. 
Obstetrics. Edited by JOSEPH B. DE LEE, A.M., M.D. ; 
Professor of Obstetrics North-western University Medical 
School. With the collaboration of HERBERT M. STOWE, 
M.D. With Sixteen Plates. Pp. 222. Chicago: The 
Year Book Publishers. 

THESE are two volumes of the Medical Series for 1908, com- 
prising ten volumes on the year's progress in Medicine and 
Surgery. They are composed of extracts from a large number 
of the papers, &e., published during the year 1907 and the 
first half of 1908 in the journals of America, Great Britain, 
Germany and France, and thus furnish a useful collection of 
up-to-date views on current topics and subjects which are 
still sub judice in the minds of the medical profession. 

The number of subjects referred to is very large, and it 
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would be therefore quite impossible to attempt a critical 
review of the subject-matter of the books. Some of the 
extracts would be better had they been a little more extended. 

The compiling of the volumes is decidedly faulty. Volume 
V., Obstetrics, simply abounds with errors due to defective 
proof correction. In several places paragraphs end in the 
middle of a sentence or word, and the end of the sentence is 
found dropped into the middle of another sentence half a page 
further on, or even further back, if found at all. 

Volume IV., Gynmcology, is not quite so full of these errors, 
but four of the plates have descriptive text of other plates 
printed under them. 

On the whole, the volumes are useful as a means of reference 
to recent literature on special subjects, and will assist the 
medical practitioner in keeping up with the times and acquiring 
knowledge of the most recent views and suggestions for treat- 
ment where otherwise he would not have time to read the 
enormous amount of literature published every month or 
week in all civilised countries. 

Handbook /or Attendants on the Insane. Fifth Edition. 
London: Bailli~re, Tindall & Cox. 1908. Cr. 8vo. Pp. 
xvi �9 390. 

'THIs is the fifth edition of the official handbook issued by the 
Medico-Psychological Association to asylum nurses preparing 
for the certificate of proficiency in mental nursing granted by 
the association. I t  has appeared none too soon, as the older 
edition had many defects, and, although of great use in the 
education of asylum workers, had long since needed revision. 
Like most up-to-date treatises on nursing, it deals with many 
matters hitherto regarded as belonging solely to the medical 
text-book, alone intended for the guidance of physicians and 
surgeons. 

The illustrations and diagrams are good, and--especially 
those demonstrating the osteology of the skull--ought to be of 
much help to persons for the first time studying elementary 
human anatomy. 

The pages devoted to the description and comparative 
,strengths of the antiseptics in common use are clearer and 
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more workable. The tables of questions attached to the end 
of the chapters of the old handbook are omitted in the present 
work, which is yet larger both in size and in price than its 
predecessor. 

Whilst fully recognising the difficulty of writing a simple 
book dealing with a most abstruse subject, a handbook 
capable of being understood by persons (often possessed of the 
merest rudiments of elementary education), one cannot but 
think that the authors of the present work have written 
somewhat over the heads of the average candidates for the 
nursing certificate of the Association. One would have liked 
less pathology and more stress laid upon the constant watch- 
fulness and forethought required to prevent the accidents, 
suicides, escapes, &e., which must be constantly guarded against 
in asylums. A description and illustration of the neuron, 
with its axon and dendrites, examples of chromatolysis 
of nerve cells, are very interesting, but we venture to suggest 
that some diagrams of the " aearus scabiei " and other skin 
.and intestinal parasites would be of more practical interest 
to persons entrusted with the care and supervision of insane 
pauper communities, always liable to parasitic skin affections. 

Asylum attendants, be it remembered, enter upon their 
duties with little or no previous hospital training and often 
with little, if any, realisation of their great responsibilities, 
and the present handbook, intended for their use, whilst 
inculcating a very high moral and " altruistic " mindedness 
in asylum nurses, fails to place these responsibilities and some 
simple cardinal asylum virtues in as prominent a position as 
might have been wished. 

In a similar work, intended for the guidance of attendants 
upon the insane, of much less pretentious dimensions, one is 

a t  once struck by the concise forcefulness with which the 
risks of asylum treatment are put forward. The care and safe- 
keeping of the insane is the primary object in asylum nursing, 
in the interests of both the patient and the institution where 
he is being treated, and one would like to see more stress laid 
upon the necessity for constant supervision, and examples 
given where failure in this has produced fatal accidents, rather 
than to diagrams of cortical cellular changes and Golgi brain 
preparations. 
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I t  is to be hoped that the standard of knowledge which the 
present edition is to lead up to will be attained by asylum 
nurses and will not be purchased at the cost of unwarranted 
self-sufficiency on the part of mental nurses, and especially 
those solely entrusted with the custody and care of the insane 
outside of mental hospitals and asylums. 

Green's Encyclopedia and Di~tio~ary o] Medicine a~d 
Surgery. Edited by J, W. BAL~_~T~,, M.D., 
F.R.C.P.E.  u X. Thiersch-Zymotic. Edinburgh 
and London: Will iam Greer~ & Sons. 1909. Pp. xii 
+ 609. 

WIT~ this tenth volume Green's Encyclopedia and Dic- 
tionary o] Medicine and Surgery is completed and con- 
cluded. The present volume c~rries the subject-headings 
from " Th~ersch's Method"  to " Zymotic." I t  carries 
1,059 subject-headings, among which are sixty-four 
art4c]es of more than one thousand words in length, fifty- 
four are o.f medium s~ze--of not less than ten lines in 
length--and 941 are short paragraphs, chiefly de~init~ions, 
of less than ten lines. Among the long articles are con- 
tributions on the Uterus, Pathological Changes in the 
Urine, Tuberculosis, the Wrist-joint,  Whooping Cough, 
Yellow Fever, Toxicology, Dangerous TTades, T~opieal 
Fever, Typhus, Typhoid, Vaccination, Ventilation and 
Warming,  Fields of Vision, Venereal Disease, Wounds, 
X-Rays, and Yaws. 

I t  is interesting to note that  the ten volumes which 
form " Green's Encyclopedia and Dict ionary"  contain 
11,843 articles. The l~ong articles which represent the 
" Encyclopaedia " ( as we prefer to spell the word) number 
609, while the subject-headings which represent the 
" Dictionary " amount t,o 10,366. 

The Editor informs us that a promised supplemental or 
periodic volume, called the Quinquennium o] Medicine 
and Surgery, is in active preparation, and will be pub- 
lished within the next few months. I t  will contain an 
account of the additions which have been made to our 
knowledge of Medicine, Surgery, and Midwifery during 
the past five years. 
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I t  only remains for us to congratulate the Editor on the 
completion of his undertaking, and on the admirable way 
in which he has discharged his editorial duties. 

Transactions o] the Tenth Annual Meeting o] the 
American Proctologic Society, held .at Chicago, Il l . ,  
June  1, 2, 1908. 8vo. Pp. 146. 

WE have received the " Transactions of the Tenth Annual 
Meeting of the American Proctologfc Society," held at 
Chicago in ~une, 1908. No very important advances in 
rectal surgery .appear to have been brought forward at 
the meeting, and we cannot help feeling rather surprised 
that a good deal of time was devoted to a discussion on 
" Galvan4sm in the Treatment '  of Hmmorrhoids"- -a  
method of treatment very properly described by one o2 
the speakers as unsurgical and unscientific. 

T~o cases of primary melanotic sarcoma of the rectum 
and anus are reported by Dr. Krouse of Cincinnati, and a 
full account of the literature of the subject is given, 
making the total of sixty cases of this rare condit'ion. 

An account is given of the recent work on the 
physiology of the rectum by Dr. Earle, of Baltimore, and 
the following conclusions are drawn from the results of 
various experiments : - -"  That the properties of the ex- 
ternal sphincter resemble those of plain muscle; that  the 
anus closes by permanent to ,us  o.f the two sphincters 
independent .of the, will, but  this is supplemented by 
voluntary control; that the tonus p.ractically disappears 
after section of the nervi erigentes, proving thereby that 
the closure depends upon the constant expenditure of 
nervous energy and not upon the elasticity of the muscle 
and arrangement of its fibres. That there are constrictor 
and dilator fibres to the internal sphincter, wh ich  can be 
stimulated reflexly through the spinal cord, proving a 
reflex centre in the lower part of the cord; that  through 
this centre, either reflexly or voluntarily, the internal 
sphincter can be dilated, or constricted, and the external 
sphincter can be inhibited." 


